Y A —H~ L o > o ~ N
TV TERILIERR 7775 1n 2 vV~ —
ASIAN LACQUER CRAFT EXCHANGE PROGRAM IN MYANMAR

chxg@:mcﬁﬁsg.%o@oocpcﬁoq:mgsgo@ [g§eo

HEH

Proceedings

Lacquerware Technology College, Myanmar Lacquerware Association
Tokyo University of the Arts, Asian Lacquer Craft Exchange Research Project

ASIA TF JatmzA maEseamsmm
Cel'lter Takahashi Industrial and Economic Research Foundation
JAPAMFGLMMMN‘%



Asian Lacquer Craft Exchange Program in Myanmar
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The purpose of Asian Lacquer Craft Exchange Project is to promote natural lacquer arts, crafts, industry, and education throughout Asia. We do
this by bringing artists, artisans, educators, and scientists together for seminars, workshops, and art exhibitions. At these programs, participants
exchange information relating to the world of 1acquer. We discuss the current situation of lacquer art and education in each nation, learn new

techniques at the workshops, and view contemporary lacquer art from around Asia and the world at the exhibitions.

The goal of the seminars, workshops, and exhibitions is to increase and intensify

ASIAN LACQUER CRAFT communication and exchanges between lacquer communities. We endeavor not only to

inform the public, but also to expand and strengthen the worldwide network that binds

2.4 SEPTEMBER 2017 lacquer artists, artisans, educators, and scientists together.

Entrance hall, Auditorium,
werware Technology
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Hogzsaoned With the 2017 Program the Asian Lacquer Craft Exchange Research Project
returned to its beginnings, its roots in Bagan, home to Southeast Asia’s most skillful and
technically proficient lacquerware artisans. The Bagan Program was organized in
partnership with the Lacquerware Technology College, the Myanmar Lacquerware
Association, and Tokyo University of the Arts. The Program consisted of an exhibition of
international lacquer art at the Lacquerware Technology College from 2 to 4 September.
Over 50 lacquer artworks were exhibited. In addition, there were lectures by lacquer
experts and workshops on Myanmar 1acquer techniques as well as study tours to

lacquerware studios and shops on 3 and 4 September.

Sakurako Matsushima

Director, Asian Lacquer Craft Exchange Research Project Executive Committee



Program

Date: 2 - 4 September 2017
Place: Auditorium and Entrance Hall, Lacquerware Technology College, Bagan, Myanmar
Contents: 1- Exhibition, 2- Lectures, 3-Workshops, 4-Study Tours

Support: The Japan Foundation Asia Center - Grant Program for Enhancing People-to-People Exchange
Takahashi Industrial and Economic Research Foundation
Small Scale Industries Department, The Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Irrigation, Myanmar (#%#2)
The Embassy of Japan in Myanmar (#%1%)

Organizers: Lacquerware Technology College
Myanmar Lacquerware Association
Tokyo University of the Arts
Asian Lacquer Craft Exchange Research Project Executive Committee
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Small Scale Industry Department, the Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Irrigation, Myanmar
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Opening Ceremony and Events
2 September (10:00~12:00) Auditorium, Lacquerware Technology College

Greeting BARIZFHE T
Sakurako Matsushima, Director, Asian Lacquer Craft Exchange Research Project

Opening Remarks Bi& D

U Mya Than: Director General, Small Scale Industries Department, Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock & Irrigation
Mr. Toshimichi Koga: First Secretary, Head of Information and Culture Section, The Embassy of Japan in Myanmar
Daw Nilar Myint: Principal, Lacquerware Technology College

U Maung Maung: Chairman, Myanmar Lacquerware Association

U Mya Than Mr. Toshimichi Koga U Maung Maung

An Overview of the Lacquerware Technology College, Daw Nilar Myint, Principal, Lacquerware
Technology College, Bagan

Lacquerware Technology College was established as the
Government Lacquerware Training School on 1924. After the
enhancement of the lacquer subjects, the school was upgraded to
the Myanmar Lacquerware Institute and Lacquerware Technology
College. In 2016, a two-year higher Lacquerware technology
training course was reopened to teach basic lacquer education to the
successful secondly level students to provide craftsmen for the
regional lacquer industry. In addition, the College opened a short
term lacquerware training course. In 2017, a laboratory was
established to do research into the raw materials used in princi . .
. . I rincipal Daw Nilar Myint

Lacquerware products and to analyze pigments. The main aim of the laboratory 1s to support lacquer
craftsman and lacquer businessmen. The Lacquerware Technology College is carrying out collaborations

with International Lacquer Technicians to develop and improve regional Lacquerware production.
LR ERU | R
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Opening Remarks at Lacquerware Technology College



Exhibition

2 ~4 September (8:30~17:00) Entrance Hall, Auditorium, Lacquerware Technology College

“Asian Lacquer Art Exhibition in Myanmar”

Entrance Hall, Lacquerware Technology College
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Over 100 lacquer art works from Myanmar, Japan, Cambodia, China, Korea, Taiwan, Thailand, Vietnam
and USA were exhibited.

Myanmar
Lacquerware Technology College
Daw Aye Aye Mar, Daw Ei Ei Han, U Htay Aung, U Kyaw Kyaw Win, U Myint Khaing, U Soe Min

Khaing, Daw Su Su Myint, Daw Swe Swe Myint, Daw Thwe Thuzar Sint, Daw Tin Mar Win, U Tin
Win, U Win Naing, U Zaw Naing, Research and Development Department

Myanmar Lacquerware Association
U Aung Kyaw Htun, Daw Aye Aye Nwe, U Hla Htun, U Htin Aung Zaw, U Ko Ko Maung, U Kyin

Thaung, U Maung Aung Myin, U Maung Maung, Daw Maw Maw Aung, Daw Moe Moe, U Myo Min
0o, U Myo Myo, U Soe Moe Thet, U Soe Myint, U Thein Htun, U Tin Htun

Japan
pAko Kanae, Akutsu Mami, Imai Miyuki, Inami Jun, Kamigaki Natsuko, Koizumi Takumi, Li Peipei
(China), Mashiyama Akie, Matsumoto Mana, Matsushima Sakurako, Nakamura Saki, Nakano Chisato,
Ogawa Taro, Ogura Norihiko, Okukubo Kiyomi, Oya Kazunari, Tanakadate Ami, Watanabe Shusei,
Yamaoka Runa, Yasui Tomoyuki

Southeast Asia
Cambodia - Eric Stocker (France),

Thailand - Lipikorn Makaew, Phumrapee Kongrit, Rush Pleansuk, Sumanatsya Voharn
Vietnam - Ando Saeko (Japan), Cong Kim Hoa, Trinh Tuan

China
Hua Mengtian, Jin Hui, Liu Shuai, Liu Yi, Pan Minghui, Weng Jijun, Xu Rui, Xu Yue, Zhang Bin

Korea
Choi Jong-kwan, Chung Bok-sang, Chung Young-hwan, Jung Myung-che, Jung Yong-ju, Kim Ha-
won, Lee Ha-young, Sung Yong

Taiwan
Chen Shu-hwa, Lin Shing-ann

USA
Sha Sha Higby




Artist Session : 2 September
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Japanese lacquer works Japanese lacquer works

Students works from exchange classes between Tokyo University of the Arts and the Lacquerware Technology College
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Myanmar lacquer works Myanmar lacquer works



Lectures
2 September (11:10-12:00, 13:00~15:20) Auditorium, Lacquerware Technology College

11:10 -
“Lacquer Education in Asia”: Educators from Japan, China, Korea, Thailand, and Vietnam
HA, HE, BE, 24, R+ FLOREREZBEEIC L 2 BRFEDOFHE COWT OB 21T 70

Moderator: Dr. Itani Yoshie

Japan - Ogura Norihiko, Professor, Tokyo University of the Arts / Yasui Tomoyuki, Lecturer, Kyoto City

g

University of Arts / Ogawa Taro, Lecturer, Toyama University

The Educational System of Urushi-Art at Tokyo University of the Arts
Tokyo University of the Arts (“Geidai”) is Japan’s oldest and only
national arts university. My duties at Geidai include teaching the
essentials of lacquerware education and increasing the awareness of the
students in developing their own artistic activities by using my own

knowledge and creativity as an artist-educator. Urushi, or Japanese

lacquer, is one of the most ancient craft techniques in Japan. It is also s

one of the longest-standing programs at Geidai, being offered since the 4’”
foundation of the university. The program facilitates students in ik gt
acquiring a variety of artistic modes of expression by offering ?f’ i
opportunities to discuss with and be instructed by the faculty, while

encouraging them to produce works based on research and develop their unique artistic sense. It also aims
to train artists, educators, researchers, and conservators, who can work on the global stage.

»
#

Kyoto City University of Arts Urushi Lacquering

This course has four basic fields: woodworking, kyushitsu, kanshitsu,
and decoration. Students study freely, learning creative ways of
expression in lacquering by experiencing all the processes involved.
They explore new possibilities of artistic expression relevant to the
broader community to reveal the simple beauty of function. Both
are indispensable elements of craft. After completing the course, some
graduates find employment in the fields of design, architecture and art,
while others become teachers and train future generations of artists.

Toyama University Faculty of Art and Design

Toyama University has 9200 students in total. The Faculty of Art and Design is located in the countryside,
surrounded by rice fields. There are about 500 students who choose one of 5 courses; Fine Art, Craft,
Design, Architecture and Art Management. The faculty’s focus is on educating students to be Creators,
Consumers, and Facilitators.

China - Jin Hui, Professor, Shanghai University

Academy of Fine Arts of Shanghai University-

The Academy of Fine Arts of Shanghai University was founded in
2007, It has elective courses open to all students at the University,
including short-term foreign students. At the moment, there are 5
graduate students. The main research direction is in lacquer painting,
but at the same time, there are a series of workshops, including the
Chinese Kuan Cai, Yun Diao and Japanese Maki-e. Compared with
other colleges and universities, the lacquer art studio is quite
comprehensive and includes lacquer painting, technique, and
theoretical research in lacquer arts.




Korea - Jung Yong-ju, Professor Emeritus, Yeungnam University BE RS BR

Current state of Lacquer Education in Korea st S (e
The lacquer cultures that developed in Asia reflect the geopolitical, cultural and artistically

characteristics of the region. Over the centuries, lacquer arts and crafts grew incorporating a variety 72 » e » et
of rich materials and techniques. Lacquer arts emerged as a new genre of formative art. Lacquer VI China i
The essential character of lacquer derives from its natural beauty. Lacquer’s lustrous sheen and P
smoothness appeal strongly to the senses. Its material properties allow room for artistic freedom and Pl.tetfmi:rlgin B e i e viooae
numerous decorative effects, highlighting the beauty of form and color. As a result, lacquer arts and ——

culture has been passed on from generation to generation for many centuries.
Universities that teach lacquer arts and crafts are: Seoul National University, Cheong Ju University, Sook Myung Women's University, Yeungnam

University, Daegu University, Hannamu University, Kyungil University, Dong-A University, Jeonju University, Dongbang Culture University, and

the National University of Cultural Heritage.

Thailand - Sumanatsya Voharn, Lecturer, Chiang Mai University
Lacquer Education in Thailand

When mentioning lacquer in Thailand the first images that come to mind
are the gilded gold and black lacquer techniques used in the temples or
the influence of Chinese mother-of-pearl inlay and lacquered utensils
which is called “Keung Khern”. Lacquer education in Thailand is more
focused on traditional lacquer styles, presenting the influences of central
Thai and Northern Thai lacquer.

Art Universities and Traditional Art Training schools in Thailand provide
lacquer courses as classes or as part of the Thai Art department. Lacquer
study in Thailand is mostly focused on traditional techniques such as
gilding, painting and inlay.

Chiang Mai University and Rajamangala University of Technology Lanna teach lacquer arts and crafts. In addition, there are lacquer training courses

Chiang Mai University

at the Nantaram Community Lacquer Training Centre and at the Royal Handicraft School, which is supported by H.R.H. Princess

Maha Chakra Sirindhorn.

Lacquer education in Vietnam - Trinh Tuan, Lecturer, University of Industrial Fine Arts, Hanoi

1 Government Organizations:
a. Universities: Most Art Universities in Vietnam include Lacquer- Lacquer education in Vietham
Technique courses in their curriculums. Students are given a general LAN
knowledge of the history of lacquer, its properties, and applications. -
Students practice lacquer painting or crafts for around one month each
year. The number of students studying lacquer is usually less that those
studying other art subjects; 5 years of study with 5 students each year.
b. Associations: Some manufacturing associations specializing in
lacquer across the country. The Fine Art Association also organizes
frequent exhibitions of lacquer paintings.

2. Non-Government Organizations:
a. Artist’s Studios: Artists explore and use lacquer to their artworks. The techniques used depend on
their style of Art. A master -- apprentice system is used in passing on knowledge
b. Traditional Villages and Manufacturers: Lacquer crafts are designed and produced for daily use
goods, souvenirs, export crafts, and interior decoration. Young workers are taught specific industrial
skills and overtime become skilled artisans.

snqog§icodigegopnfigsaocgbyecgesd
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13:00 — Overview of the Asian Lacquer Craft Exchange Research Project
Sakurako Matsushima, Director, Asian Lacquer Craft Exchange Research Project
T UOTHLERHEFLECOV T, MBI BT, T VTR LERRN B FERR

13:15 - Lacquer in Myanmar
Myanmar Lacquer Arts, U Maung Lin, Head of Department, Lacquerware Technology College
“I ¥ v~ —DFTE", UMaung Lin, head of Research and Development Department, Lacquerware Technology College
In Myanmar, there is evidence that Lacquerware production began in the Bagan Era (12th century).
From the 16th century through the 19th and early 20th centuries, Lacquerware production gradually
increased and quality improved. Previously, there were more than 35 Lacquerware production centers.
Today, however, there are only about five centers left that continue production and most are depended
upon market conditions and use less skilled workers. Bagan, the ancient capital, was and is the place
most visited by local and foreign travelers. Therefore, Lacquerware production is more developed and
of high quality due to market demands, but is also facing the issue of maintaining a skilled labor force.
In addition to the high-quality traditional lacquerware produced in Bagan, modern design has also
improved. Lacquer businessmen, craftsmen, and labors need to cooperate to better develop
lacquerware production in Bagan.

13:40 - Lacquer in Japan,
"Japanese Lacquer—-Maki-e & Raden”, Norihiko Ogura, Professor, Tokyo University of the Arts
“ B ARDEET - L R, /MR, RN EiR
“Maki-e” is the traditional Japanese decorative technique of sprinkling gold or silver powder on
lacquerware. First, urushi (lacquer) is applied to the areas to be decorated and then the powder is
sprinkled over these areas before the urushi hardens. The Maki-e technique was originally developed
in Japan and has 1300-year history.
“Raden” is another decorative technique in which linings of mother-of-pearl, abalone, or great green
turban shells are cut into designs and either put onto or inserted into the lacquered surface. Professor
Ogura talked about several maki-e and raden decorative techniques.

14:20 -”’Lacquer Art in Asia”: Eric Stocker, Jin Hui, Jung Yong-ju, Jacinta Brown, Chen Shuhwa,
Sumanatsya Voharn, Trinh Tuan

TFITORLE: SEOELEOHIR, X 4R FLeT e v RI T i EREBEDEFSK

Cambodia - Eric Stocker (Ken Dillon)
Historically, Cambodia had a thriving lacquer industry and culture.
But the industry and technical skills were lost in the upheavals of
recent times. However today, lacquer trees (Gluta Usitata) are
being tapped in Kampong Thom province and lacquerware using
natural lacquer is being made in Siem Reap. More artisans are
recognizing the beauty of natural lacquer and are exploring its Fr
possibilities. There has been a rebirth of lacquer culture in [ AN THE LACQUER TREE
Cambodia. o GLUTA USITATA

China - Jin Hui
At present, Chinese handicrafts is in a golden age: The state has
formulated many policies to support arts and crafts. The National
Ministry of Culture is providing generous funding to promote
lacquer arts and other crafts. One by one, universities have
established lacquer art studios, and recently, the Tenth University
Handicrafts Exhibition was held. Some cities, such as Wuhan,
Fuzhou, have held a series of international lacquer art exhibitions.
Lacquer has become a cultural card. The Chinese Lacquer Painting
Artists Association Committee also held a number of Academic _ [
Exhibitions. With these developments, more and more people are paying attention to lacquer arts.

10



Korea - Jung Yong-ju (Kim Ha-won)

Lacquer, also known as the 'Asian mystery', is an entirely natural
and environmentally friendly coating material. Processed from sap pev
harvested from the lacquer tree, it possesses unique aesthetic and
physical properties that have been exploited in Asian arts and YIS St o e e e
crafts for several millennia. With its unique technique, the Korean
tradition of lacquer work with mother-of-pearl inlay is without - bey
doubt one of the summits of lacquer arts worldwide. Lacquer (W
withstands long years of use and has a variety of expressive
techniques. This is undoubtedly the most excellent nature-friendly material that can open a new
chapter of ingenious lacquer formative art when incorporating it into contemporary formative art.

Laos - Jacinta Brown

Lacquer in Laos: two steps forward, one step back. Lacquer in Laos,
Lacquerware in Laos has had a difficult path. Nearly lost as an art Luang Prabang centered
form, the recent increase in prosperity in Laos and promotion of F ‘
lacquer artisans through government initiatives has boosted 1
interest and production of lacquerware in Laos. Buddhism related
offering bowls have become particularly popular among locals and
for the tourism market. While there are many supporters of Lao
lacquer, it must compete against fakes and imports and the [EEEEEERS

continuation of the art form is uncertain at present. i R

Thailand - Sumanatsya Voharn

Lacquer sap (Gluta usitata) has been used since ancient times to
strengthen and protect bamboo and wooden objects. In the north
where the tree is common, sophisticated techniques were
developed and lacquerware handicrafts became an important The current state of Lacquer
industry. Traditional design motifs were of usually of Buddhist nEUBtY I hala o
beliefs and myths. Today, however, the industry is in decline.
Factories churn out low quality products for tourists mostly using Asian Lacquer craf Exchange Program in Myanmar 2017
chemical varnishes and acrylics. Traditional techniques need to be
passed on to younger generations who need to use them in
contemporary artistic expression. Lacquer arts and crafts needs to be introduced at art education
institutions.

Vietnam - Trinh Tuan

Lacquer art in Vietnam can be divided into two genres, do son, lacquer crafts and son mai, lacquer
painting. Do son include tableware, furniture, and Buddhist statues. Unfortunately, with the advent of
modern mass production, chemical varnishes replaced natural lacquer in most craft industries. Son
mai, however, still flourishes as an art form. Colonial schools introduced Western style painting,
Local artists then began using lacquer sap (T. succedaneum) in paintings, creating a new art form.
Being uniquely Vietnamese increased its visibility and many young artists became lacquer painters.
Lacquer is not an easy medium to work in; therefore, master artists need to hand down to younger
generations the techniques that they learned over time.

15:20 Closing Remarks

Norihiko Ogura, Professor, Tokyo University of the Arts
Daw Nilar Myint, Principal, Lacquerware Technology College
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Workshops

3-4 September (9:00~12:00) Auditorium, Lacquerware Technology College

Myanmar lacquer techniques including gold leaf (shwei-zawa), and kinma (kanyit) were practiced at
Lacquerware Technology College.

3 September, 09:00-12:00 ---“Shwei zawa”

Instructor: Daw Swe Swe Myint, Assistant Lecturer, Lacquerware Technology College

Shwei zawa is a gold leaf layer technique. Orpiment powder mixed with neem resin is drawn on the parts
that are not to be gilded. Then, a thin lacquer coating is applied. Next, gold leaf is affixed to the piece.
When dry, the piece is washed removing the powder and resin revealing the pattern. A simple shwei
zawa technique was made on 125 x 125 mm plates.

¥ v —CEHEBD Z L 2 Shwei zawa” & WnE T, HEWVERZA Y Py X ORR LK THEE, &HZHE
B RVEFTICHI R~ AF v 7L, BEEZHE NV ALESH MY 9, Wik, 2 F v ZED ZIKTH VIR
FLT, XEFPP LR LR BHIETT, AV =2 3 v 7 T1X125x 125 mm OERE Y RICATVE L7,

il

4 September, 09:00-12:00 ---“Kanyit”
Instructor: U Htay Aung, Lecturer, Lacquerware Technology College
“Kanyit” is an etching technique. First the object is coated with acacia resin, then the pattern is etched
on the object. Next, it is coated with colored lacquer. After the lacquer dries, washing the object with
water removes the acacia resin and the unwanted color. The color stays only on the etched parts. In this

workshop, a simple Kanyit technique was practiced on 125 x 125 mm plates.

“Kanyit" & 13 I v Y= =G CHEDO I L2 VW0 E T, BEMICT AL T OBEEZE> THE, XKREZHENICTHY
D, 2D LICFEEES >, B ERERZIEE, LR, TAHT o E &I Y LSO PR 2
ety e T YD OB ERIRS T & TURERTEIE TS, AV =27 2 v 7 CilF125x 125 mm DR
BEYRICITVE L,
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Student participant work

Sudents Exchange Event
3 September (14:00~15:00)

Many lacquer arts students from universities and institutes in China, Taiwan, Japan, and Myanmar attended
the Asian Lacquer Craft Exchange Program. This program was a good opportunity for students to get to
know each other, share their love of lacquer arts, and promote friendship for future exchanges.

H7ur7nicid, A hE, G, Ivve—0R2FESELORERSMLE L., Yur 7 6%28EL, 0D
BWICET I AR, EHZ A L. HEMTORWIGN - KIFREREZEL 2 L 2 BMICHEZR 2TV E Lz,

Student exchange program

13 . 7 Student é)?change program



Study Tours
3-4 September (10:00~15:00)

Visited the Lacquerware Museum, Myanmar lacquerware studios and shops to see their products and the
lacquerware making process. BEEEIRKENEBMER OH VRN LERF IV =K, =a—0
VEOEBOBRGTREEZ AT LE L, BRGEOTn e ALEMERD Z ENTEE LI

Lacquerware Technology College Process of lacquerware
[ T

Lacquerware Museum

— ——

Lacquerware Museum

Lacquerware Museum
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Product from Local lacquerware shops



Questionarie

To improve Project Events and make the Project more responsive to our Asian Lacquer community, we asked to
attender of workshops and participant from foreign countries to fill out questionaire.

ABROFEEZ LD LS L T, V=0 Y a vy FIZBIMN RN Ti 2 Lo SHED D OBIEIT L FHEITON
TT U — MEFRAW Wz, (B LA TICHBHL)

Number of Respondent: teacher (11), student (4), artist (8), craftsperson(2), other(1)

Were you able to understand Lectures, Demonstrations and Workshops?

(difficult) 444 1 (1 AN)-2(5A)-3(7 A)-400A) PPP(easy) MEZRL 34

- Tunderstood. However, it may be necessary to build a deeper for understanding of speech in order to motivate the specicalization of teaching.

- The English of some speakers was difficult to understand. Content-wise no issue.

+ The experience of handling the first encounter material and technique has become a very learning Experience.

- May be good to some of the lectures going on the same time as workshops

- It was well organized and easy to understand lectures & workshops.

+ Lectures ware interesting and the workshop were very useful for both teachers and students to exchange.

- Not easy for rookie. But it is very fun to me. | can know the teacher that he said.

CEENARCHEBEDN D VHECTE R o DR ETT A, SHBOBHOMELE Y L7,

CHEEERECHERNT, AHEHS DDV F L, HBRTE I LA, V-2 v ay TOFEEOHERI ADOFHHIZ, b )T hokTT,
L7 F v —CREEOBFCOVTORKED IV LRELHE 072 TT,

cEBOTHEE*RFET 2L T, Iv v —ORBEENLE IS oD DBROPE LB LB TEF L7,

cTYTDHDT 7y P OBWOKGEIIMERL AL CTLE, 2T74 FROHIRE D 57-7-0, —HEMICFEDATNIEE - FELITR 212
Mol TT, MEZNETEZorDd LNEEA,

- TR POCEIE, - KA IR

Were the Lectures, Demonstrations, Workshops, Exhibitions, and Performance useful for you?

(not useful) 444 1 (0 A)-2(0 AN)-3(4A)-421A) PP (useful) HELL 24

- Of course it made me realize something I didn’t know much about in terms of technical issues and solutions.

- Good overview of the different countries involved and their representatives within the Asian Lacquer Craft group. Good overview of the
variation of workshops in Bagan area, as each of them have their own area of strength.

- Everything was a valuable experience, but being able to participate in the exhibits that can see the woks of people with different background has
become a good stimulus.

- Like to see new work always, lectures are important for information but should be divided amoung other activities and activities of sharing, I
particularly liked the panel discussion as it makes the audience think. Maybe those who want lectures can be separate from those who like to
make things and be in exhibitions.

- Especially visiting local shops (where we could see demonstrations) were delightful and interesting.

- I interested in the workshop and exhibition. The lecture were good but need some manage.

- Yes it is. [ learn a lot from this event. Understanding a technique of using gold leaf for lacquerware also understand about how different in
between lacquer from Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar, Vietnam, Japan---

- Learn about lacquer knowledge, different country different lacquer way. It’s useful for me to do lacquer !

AEREANCEREGELZ L2 D, —D>—2DfEMICH L CHEM%Z L7 0 T% 2235 2 L{EROE R DD 272 ) NEERBHE T W TR
Dol TRV L BnE Lk,

CRRCV = v ay IHERIC R Y L, Ix Ve —OHRIC OV T, ARE LTREFLCLCh, HEICBOBARCF I, L TH D
LT, ZNPENIEIEEL VT L, FET L L TRYICHRT I LA TEL L, BRT 5L T SETHO L ARKICOWT,
EolEsrORZ N TELLE,

FEBOEFEDOPTREOBDBDE LB TE RV A LIHAZ L ZLHFEHOL LI b ZE BT L, ZoHawZRICHOLATCHlOE2 Y
BRI L BnE T, FricEEICEW TR, I 0YEE LR TE LY, B TEZ ALY, BRE21T5 &5 5 RRAS%OEE)
WV R 52 2 X5 ICvE L,

FZENENOEOERE 1OFORZDOTERL —FHICH~B LT, fHARD2 Y, HEE~OBEADE £ L7,

- YRR SRR A A )

What are you interested in learning about?

- [ want to know and I interested in how to made Lacquer from the trees in each country because I want to teaching my students in the faculty
University. It has a natural and different approach.

- How is lacquer used for which type of object in which techniques and material combinations?

+ Introductory hands-on practice for non-practitioners/ inexperienced people/ conservators in order to increase their understanding of the
material’s properties and behaviours not only on an intellectual but also on a physical/ sensory level as well.

» On the traditional technique of Kinma in Myanmar. - Local lacquer technique and culture, peoples.

- I was interested in shaping with bamboo. (techniques is coiling, twisting, winding, weaving)

- As a reason why many techniques using bamboo were born, Myanmar’s bamboo and lacquer features are characteristic, and I was very
interested in shapes born from material understanding.

- New techniques with lacquer that I can try to experiment with in my own country, different ways people have used lacquer

- Different techniques that people use from the other side of world. It is fascinating to see how they approach with their given materials.

- Station of lacquer development and changing in each country and lacquer workshop.

- It is about preparing for exhibition and workshop also with topics. Through the topics, we understand more and more what is the natural lacquer
and art world in each country.

- I am interested in the lacquer art history because I am writing a series of paper about lacquer art history.

- I'd like to know about individual artist, company, organization or project using skills, knowledge and experience to develop or revitalize the
industry.

- Japonese lavquer teachique “makie”, “kanshitsu”, “negoro”

- All Japanese Lacquer Techniques. All subject, Everything !
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What was your overall impression of these Lectures, Demonstrations, Workshops, Exhibitions, and Performance?

- I have learned to meet friends, friendship. I miss it after finishing the program.

- Informative. Overview of the different ways how people use the material in different ways. Also interesting to see that artists in wealthier
countries seem have the luxury to work on a more artistic/almost spiritual(?) level whereas people like the artists from Bagan are rooted in a
more pragmatic(?) approach. Arts versus vessels/tourist items. Living National Treasure versus young people in Bagan lacquer families who do
not want to become lacquer artists.

- Also: a very relaxed and open athmosphere for exchange and communication with very friendly people. This also left a deep impression with me.
Professional exchange can be very competetive, protective and suspicious. Great to see that people were not afraid to share their thoughts.
Language was sometimes a barrier, as not everybody was fluent in English and I am not able to speak Mandarin or Japanese yet.

- It was making lots opportunity to meet peoples, hear lots knowledges and opinions. Really nice to see many workers how to make lacquers at
work shops in Myingkabar village.

+ The ability to see the works of people from different countries was an opportunity to review the recognition of lacquer in me.

- Wonderful program that is extremely important in this age of transformation. This is my fifth trip to Myanmar in the last 25 years, each time I
have worried about the preservations of the arts, crafts lacquer of Myanmar, but finally Prof. Matsushima has realized a dialoque on this issue
between Asian countries. I would have welcomed a panel discussion in Bagan and a party with Myanmar students.

- Well organized, thoughtfully planned for details. Especially great opportunity for young students to experience and understand more about
lacquer culture and its nature.

+ Workshop for the student were useful not only for the student but also for the teacher. The exhibition was nice, many people are interested.

- For me, I'learn a lot about the way to organizing this event. Everything is going on very well.

- I liked the fact that there were short lectures with the theme “education”.
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What do you think about the future and possibilities of Myanmar lacquer crafts?

- After having returned from Myanmar, I thought that one reason for the difficulty to recrute young people for the lacquer work might be the
overall working conditions for these people in the workshops compared to the modern workplaces in tourism-related businesses like hotels and
the airport e.g. But off course that’s hard to tell as an outsider.

- Bagan might be still well off in the future because of the high amount of tourists. Not sure about the options for contemporary art at this point in
time for Myanmar. Might depend on the overall situation for contemporary artists in the country which might not be easy. But I have no
overview or knowledge of that as well.

- I think quite tough as we do, honestly. It’s really depending tourist and economy. at same time, seems like new movement happen as Black
Elephant (may be not new, coz 17years). Stimulation is important. If Myanmar lacquer accept new idea/out sider and looking back there origin
at same time, may find way, that is also we need. We can shear lots matter.

- I think we need to unit to making a value and life style to use &, as natural materials, beautiful things as treasures. and try hard to making
things to make people throb. No time to confront each other.

- Many techniques were not done in Japan. I wanted to apply techniques such as masking to other techniques.

- The Asian Lacquer Craft Exchange Research Project can let us see the beautiful of Myanmar lacquer crafts. After that, Let more people
Interested in Myanmar lacquer art, to understand the Myanmar lacquer art, study Myanmar lacquer art.

- People all over the world can learn about lacquer through visiting Myanmar even with tourism because it is one of the few cultures that still has
it affordable tree lacquer, full of variety, with hopefully more possibilities to come. This project should happen again in Myanmar!

- Has a lot of potential. Surprised with those people who could paint, etch in a such a details. Looking so young, only in their early 30th, but with
at least 10-15 years of experience. Within few years with more experience in understanding concept about designing, marketing & management,
I am sure they can create something “Great”

- It might take times to meet the real global need, This time, I saw many low qualities lacquerware has been producing but Myanmar has very
strong and unique lacquerware style. We have to keep the quality and develop in the right direction.

* Yes, we all hopping to have more activities like this in a future. It is not only for us (Artist, Lecturer, Craft person..) It is also for people whom
not much understand about lacquer art and lacquer craft.

- Myanmar lacquerware and crafts is very distinctive and the cost is relatively low compared with China, so I think Myanmar lacquer ware will
have bright future in Chinese market.

- Depending on artists raw materials and markets.
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If you have any other suggestions or questions, please write them on the back.

- I think that learning to know Lacquer rubber to use from the beginning is important not only academics. But it knows the people who works
with. It is so good together with art works and exhibition.

- It was a pity that there was not more time maybe even towards the end of the three days to go around the exhibition area to talk to the artists
about their works. With all the new input in mind, it would have been interesting to discuss and exchange.

- Thank you so much, to organized wonderful events. Really happy to join you.

- Very successful event and thanks for the hard working, but few suggestion is about lecture timing and exhibition space.

- My suggestion is: Keep going! Let do it together. Again and again.

- Maybe we could invite some experts from European museums and the activities will have more influence.

- I want to suggest Asia lacquer craft exhibitions yearly in Myanmar which are interesting on Asia lacquer arts.

- I want to suggest to participant at international lacquer crafts exhibitions and exchange program.
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As a Conclusion
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The Asian Lacquer Crafts Exchange Research Project began in 2002 as an exchange program with the Lacquer Technology College in Bagan. The Bagan lacquerware community
under the lcadcrship of the Myanmar Lacqucrwarc Association became an increasing important partner in the ycarly programs. In 2014, the Projcct, along with the lectures,
demonstrations, worl(shops, and research tours, included an exhibition of international |acqucr art. In 2015, the Projcct decided to cxpand to other Southeast Asian nations using

the format developed for the 2014 program at the College. In 2016 programs were held at the Chiang Mai University Art Centre and at the National Fine Arts Museum in Hanoi.

The Projcct goals are: To increase contact and awareness of our common hcritagc and culture among the craftspcoplc, workshops, artists, cducators, rcscarchcrs, and others in the
lacqucr nations of Asia. To share and cxchangc knowlcdgc and tcchniqucs on lacqucr crafts, arts, and industry. To increase public awareness of the divcrsity and splcndid bcauty of

lacqucr arts. And to instill in and hand down to a new generation the fascination we have for this wonderful material, craft, art form, and culture.

In August, 2017, the Project returned to Bagan and the Lacquerware Technology College for the first time in three years. Tokyo National University of the Arts was co-organizer
of the program and there was strong support from the Myanmar Lacquerware Association. There was a focus on education with many university students and teachers from China
and ]apan attending. The art exhibition presented lacquer arts and crafts from around Asia exposing participants to a wide range of artistic expression and techniques, highlighting
the uniqueness of lacquer traditions and cultures as well as the potential inherent in this medium. The lectures, given by professors from China, ]apan, Korea, Myanmar, Thailand,
and Vietnam as well as experts from Laos and Cambodia, were divided into those on the current state of lacquer arts and culture, and those on lacquer art education in each
nation. The workshops were reserved for students and offered them the opportunity to learn Myanmar lacquer techniques while worki.ng together. Students from China, ]apan, and
Taiwan with their different lacquer cultures and educational environments were able to interact and share their perspectives on lacquer art and expression. These students are the
next generation of lacquer artists and artisans. By bringing them together and thereby creating networks of lacquer artists, we believe the program was able to further strengthen
the ties binding the international lacquer community. The research visits to the lacquerware production sites, workshops, and studios allowed participants to witness the Production

system and view first hand the high level of artisanship in Bagan.

We would like to thank all our staff and everyone else who helped make this program a success. We would particularly also like to thank the professors from Myanmar, ]apan,
China, Korea, Thailand, and Vietnam for their lectures and workshopsr ‘We would like to acknowledge the assistance of Professor Norihiko Ogura and everyone else at the Tokyo
National University of Arts for co-organizing this project as well as the support and help of all the participants from around Asia. We would especially like to acknowledge the
Japan Foundation Asian Center and the Takahashi Industrial and Economic Research Foundation for their generous support, and the Embassy of Japan in Myanmar for their
sponsorship of this program. Lastly, we would like to express our deep gratitude to Lacquerware Technology College and Myanmar Lacquerware Association for their extraordinary

cooperation and support in organizing the local operation of this program.

Director Sakurako Matsushima

Asian Lacquer Craft Exchange Research Project Executive Committee
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Co-Organizer

Lacquerware Technology College
Myanmar Lacquerware Association
Tokyo University of the Arts

Contact Japan

Sakurako Matsushima, Asian Lacquer Craft Exchange Research Project Executive Committee
Faculty of Education, Utsunomiya University, 350 Mine, Utsunomiya, Tochigi, Japan

URL: http://asian-urushi.com e-mail: info@asian-urushi.com
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